Immediate haemostasis with recombinant factor VIIa for haemorrhage following Hickman line insertion in acute myeloid leukaemia.
Bleeding following Hickman line insertion is not uncommon but can be life threatening, especially in the presence of coagulopathy and thrombocytopenia following chemotherapy. Treatment to control the bleeding can be challenging and treatment options are limited. We present our experience of a patient who had persisting haemorrhage immediately following Hickman line insertion for administration of chemotherapy for relapsed acute myeloid leukaemia. Haemostasis could not be achieved after FFP and platelet administration. A single dose of recombinant factor VIIa (rhFVIIa) stopped the bleeding immediately, avoiding the need for surgical intervention or line removal. Our experience indicates rhFVIIa may be an effective option for bleeding related to Hickman line insertion.